Approaching 170: Setting up a big finish (extremely simplified)
This tome is a companion to be used as an addition to my “Discussion on Out Shots For Less-Than-Pro Players” document, which is also available at www.stalbertdarts.com  under “Tuesday” under “Related Links” under “Helpful Info”.
Approaching a big number finish for less than pro players
158 and under
159  160  161  162  163  164 165  166  167  168  169  170
and over 170
The numbers in red are “bogey” numbers, those numbers for which there is no 3 dart solution. So. Avoid them. Set up on the others instead. It’s very easy. Sure, it’s hard to imagine getting a finish that high, but you DO have a chance, and you WILL get one sometimes. But not if you keep leaving yourself a bogey out. And your teammates will appreciate the chance you leave them. So how do you easily, without even thinking about it and with no math at all, hit those good numbers every time you pass by them?
It’s tough enough to get new players interested in how to approach a finish, using any of the Out Charts commonly available. Tougher still if they think the large finish numbers such as 170, 167 etc are so big they’ll never hit it. Especially if they have to memorize yet another whole chart of numbers just to get there. So.. dump all that.
Many players who do make the effort are only trying to get to 170 only, and trying to do the math dart by dart as they get down there. Throw, recalculate, throw, recalculate. Way too tough, hardly anybody’s going to even try to do it, especially when they’re new players.
My method lines you up to leave yourself any of the good number high finishes not just 170, while protecting you from all those “bogey” numbers. Without any thinking about math at all. Virtually all the (2 seconds) of mental work is done before you even step up to the oche. I use it starting around 350 and below. If it can work, it will. If it can help, it will.
This system requires you to memorize once (in say... 5 minutes) only a very simple pattern or system. The simplicity is what will get almost any player interested in starting to think about their approaches from much higher numbers.
To use this concept, you only have to do the following:
1. First, shoot as many 20s (singles, triples, whatever) as you can with your first 2 darts. More is good. No math here.
2. Third dart: Memorize this: If the last number of the number you started with is:
· 0, 1, 4, or 7 your third dart will be thrown at 20 (hightlighted with green bars on the chart). 
· 3, 6 or 9, your third dart will be thrown at 19.
· 2, 5 or 8, your third dart will be thrown at 18.
If you do this, you will leave yourself either a number that ends in either 0, 1, 4. 7. (includes only and all the good numbers)
1. you have either breezed past all the bogey numbers to 158 or lower, or 
2. you have left a good out, either 160, 161, 164, 167 or 170, or 
3. you wouldn’t been able to reach a big number finish anyhow. Easy, huh? It works 100%.
3. But. If you missed one of the first two shots at a 20 to one side, you’ll have to adjust a bit. No biggie. If you started with say... 248, the last number is an 8. So normally you’d throw an 18 for your third dart.
· But if you miss one of the first two darts at 20 and hit a 1 instead, that reduces that last number by 1, and put you on a 7 last number so adjust; your third dart would now be at a 20 instead of an 18.
· If you missed and hit a 5 instead, that reduced the end number to a 3 which is in the 19 group, so you would be aiming at a 19 with your last dart.
That’s all there is to it, really.
Read that until you understand it and you can walk up to the oche, look at the last number and figure if it’s on the 20, 19 or 18 pattern. Now you can just start your throw. Two shots at 20, then your last dart at the correct number.
There *are* a few numbers ... such as 227, where there is a more efficient route than my method gives, in this case just hit a T19 to get to 170. But you won’t be any closer to getting out even if you do memorize all those extra more “efficient” approach shots. And getting a single just screws you up, you’re now left having to do the math while standing at the oche between shots again, and your rhythm is gone.
So. Just use this method. Super easy to learn, super easy to execute, do it in your sleep and there is NO penalty.
